230              DISAPPOINTMENTS
and returning to Paris on May 3rd. His he* th was, he said, detestable at this time, and he requi ed rest and change. He went alone, as Gautier, *\ bo had intended to be his companion, was kept in. Paris by the necessity of writing criticisms on he pictures in the Salon. One object of Balz s's journey was to visit Florence to see Bartoli is bust of Madame Hanska, of which he evider ly approved, as he asked M. de Hanski's permiss m. to have a small copy made of it which he co Id always keep on his writing-table; but this ^ as never sent to him. He was delighted ^ th Venice, which he now saw for the first time; j id in Florence was specially charmed with the pictu es at the Pitti, though he found travelling by him; ;lf rather dull, and decided that his next joun *y should be undertaken at a time when Gautier co Id accompany him. At Genoa he met a v ly merchant, to whom he unfortunately confided le last brilliant scheme for making his fortune wh Ji was floating through his active brain.
He had read in Tacitus that the Romans foi id silver in Sardinia ; and it occurred to him that as the ancients were not learned in extracting met Is, silver might still be found among the lead wb At was turned out of the mines as refuse. 1 ne Genoese merchant appeared much interested in Balzac's conversation, and remarked that, owing to the carelessness of the Sardinians, whole mounta is of dross, containing lead, and most probably sib r, were left in the vicinity of the mines. He A as